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Ph (02)6453 3235

Eradication of Back Willow (S. nigra) from Australia, is still feasible and very worthwhile in order to prevent the eventual severe degradation of most of Australia’s( non-arid and non-alpine) riparian environments by this particularly invasive species. This eradication is now well under way elsewhere in NSW.

The recent bushfires have made eradication more urgent in the Hawkesbury-Nepean Catchment.

1….Clarify the Aim
a)…. Complete eradication. With most other weeds we have, eradication is no longer practical. But with Black Willow eradication is still possible and by far the most worthwhile option, but it is no longer easy.. A once-only removal of 99% of the trees would be of little or no benefit in the long run. Partial removal would ensure that the area infested will continue to increase and the effort and expense of essential suppression will continue for ever. 


With this willow it is not safe to leave even one tree, because this species occasionally produces flowers of both sexes, and thus seed that could produce new trees.

b)…Entire catchment. A once-only eradication in only some of the affected areas would be of little or no value in the long run.

c)….Speed 

On and within 5 km of the areas burnt since last Christmas aim to remove every  tree before these trees seed again in Oct 2002. Otherwise, escape into the remote burnt areas may be irretrievable. 

Further away from the burnt areas, aim to remove also at least 99% of all trees within about 3 years. Even in the absence of bushfires, the cost of eradication would probably double every 3 to 4 years and the infestation would probably grow beyond practical control within a decade. Because of the speed of spread, clearing at the rate of less than 20 km per year would probably turn out to be a never ending and ever growing task. However, be prepared for years of follow-up once 99% of the trees have been eliminated.

2….Declare Back Willow W2 noxious throughout the catchment. 
For complete eradication this is not an option. It is essential, in order to 

(a) eradicate plants where owners cannot be persuaded by other means,

(b) overcome the need to obtain hundreds of onerous development permits: for every infested 500m stretch of the 10s of kilometres of prescribed streams that may be infested, especially where only one or two seedlings need to be pulled out per km.

(c) officially indicate the importance of the task and to justify expenditure of public money on it.

3….Identify a Supremo: a dedicated and talented person who is well placed to drive this task comprehensively. Establish a cooperative task force of the parties involved: e.g. NPWS, BMCC, Forestry, RTA, Sydney Catchment Authority, DLWC, NSW Agriculture, Landcare, citizens.

4….Map and assess the magnitude of the task.

An air survey when the leaves are yellow can be valuable. It helps to find remote occurrences. Although a sufficient assessment is necessary to finance and organise the campaign, don’t be diverted into unnecessary effort. 

5….Maintain the Focus

Revegetation of stream banks is of little value if Back Willow is later to occupy the site, and it is harmful if it uses funds that are crucial to the eradication of Back Willow

Don’t get carried away with doing a good job on 10 or 20 km of some urgent clearing of a massive infestation. Hunting down the fewer distant trees may prove as onerous as wiping out the massive infestations.

6….Public Awareness

This is important to find the last Back Willow, and to gain the support and help of the wider range of landholders and land managers on whose lands this willow may grow. One way is to include a leaflet with rate notices.

7….Other Willows

It is reasonable to manage most willow species in Australia by the selective removal of individual trees that present a problem because of their situation (e.g. stop seed production by separating males from females, and control vegetative spread). However, the most invasive species, like S. nigra and S. cinerea, should be totally eradicated. In general, we should eradicate every S. nigra and every shrub willow, except the True Pussy Willow, S. x reichardtii..

Further Information

www.ffp.csiro.au/publicat/articles/willows.
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